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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Tuesday, 4th July 2006.
PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)





P John,  T T Mizen, G Howells, W B Evans,

L Beedle, D K Edwards, W H C Teesdale, 

H Fenney, J Williams.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs S B Smith, S Sullivan, 

P Simmons, L Simmons and P W Jenkins.

79
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W May, W B Evans and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllr P John declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being an employee of that Authority.

Cllrs W May, G Howells and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs  L Beedle, P John, W B Evans and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee and also to Llynfi Valley Community Transport as Chair.
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80
POLICE MATTERS
1. Crime Figures
Officers reported that there had been an increase in burglary, car theft and theft from vehicles figures.  Although known individuals have recently been released from custody creating the increase, the public are urged to ensure that property is properly secured during hot spells.
2. Parking 

· The problems at Caerau Square have been passed to the Community Team, who is dealing with the problem.

· In Commercial Street motorists are still offending; tickets are being issued.
3. Underage Drinking

Members were advised that patrols have been stepped up in Garth and Maesteg Welfare Parks, and youths have been spoken to.  At Garth the cricket screen has been set on fire recently which is being investigated.

Members again stressed their concern that children as young as 13 year old are obtaining alcohol, probably from off licences.  Officers assured Council that all licensees have been approached, and believe that older people are buying the alcohol for the youths.  Test purchase schemes are underway in certain shops.   The problem has reduced in the Town Centre, but simply moved to the Parks. 

Officers stressed the importance of the public reporting every incident to the police to build a record, which will then be followed up by the Licensing Officer.

Members also reported that in certain areas people are taking their drinks outside public houses in this hot weather, and drinking on the pavement which can be intimidating.   Officers are using the CCTV cameras to monitor the situation, as public houses are licensed to consume alcohol on the premises.
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4. Off road motor cycles

Officers reported that a leaflet drop is underway in garages, with warning posters up.  Garage owners have been approached and asked not to serve fuel to unlicensed bikes.  Some bikes have been confiscated.   Police are trying to eliminate the problem.

Members stated that there is a need for a registered site for this sport; however Officers stressed that access to any site must be monitored.  Unlicensed uninsured bikes etc are not permitted on the highway.

5. PACT Meetings

Officers were asked when and where the above will commence in Maesteg.
Members were advised that no meeting in Maesteg has been arranged as yet.  The System is starting in smaller areas where meetings will be more manageable, and any problems arising can be overcome before moving on to larger areas, ensuring that all the relevant agencies/departments and authorities are attending.  
Meetings have been held in Llangynwyd and one is planned for Caerau.  Dates and venues will be advertised through posters, press etc., with invites sent to local groups.  
It was stressed that these meetings are urgently required in a town like Maesteg which suffers from a variety of problems.  However, Members feel that it is essential that Police Officers still attend Council Meetings, which senior officers have confirmed will continue whenever possible.  Assurance that this presence at meetings will not diminish is essential.  

6.  Parking – High Street, Nantyffyllon

It was reported that motorists are parking in the bus lay-by near the Elderbush in High Street, Nantyffyllon, and as the buses now have to stop in the road this is causing congestion.  Officers will investigate.
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81
GIDEONS PRESENTATION TO MAYOR

The Mayor welcomed two representatives from the Gideons International who presented the Mayor with an inscribed copy of the Bible and wished him well during his year of Office.  
82
MINUTES


The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 6th June 2006, together with Minutes of Special Council held on 13th June 2006, Llynfi Valley Children’s Award Sub-Committee held on 13th June 2006, Restoration & Property Sub-Committee held on 15th June 2006, Planning Sub-Committee held on 29th June 2006 and Rights of Way Sub-Committee held on 29th June 2006 were read and accepted as accurate records.


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

83
PUBLIC TOILETS

LLYNFI ROAD CAR PARK (MINUTE 30)

The Clerk advised that a letter dated 23rd June had been received from Property Section, BCBC, re-advising that Environmental & Planning Services are in charge of the public toilets.  At the time, approaches were made from the developer to acquire the Council’s interest in the redundant toilets; Property Section were advised that there was sufficient toilet provision elsewhere in the Town and therefore happy to dispose of the asset.  The price achieved was received as a capital receipt and the Council then decides under the capital programme how money is spent.  Any application to provide further public toilets 
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would therefore require submission of a bid from the E & P Directorate.  The Town Council are welcome to contact them direct requesting that this matter be developed; however, it is not thought that this matter is being considered at present.

Members noted the comments; however, did not agree that the public facility was no longer required, and it was

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to BCBC requesting when the decision was taken to designate the above toilets redundant and what criteria was used in reaching this decision.
84
MAESTEG TOWN HALL CLOCK

(MINUTE 31)

The Clerk reported that an E-mail dated 13th June 2006 had been received from BCBC advising that a quote is being sought and a letter dated 23rd June 2006 received from BCBC enclosing copy of quotation accepted in respect of the work required to the Clock.    Full details available upon request.   It was noted that BCBC has placed an order and the work to the clock should be completed in 4-6 weeks.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and Council await developments.                 

85
MAESTEG WELFARE PARK

UNDERAGE DRINKING – SKATEPARK (MINUTE 34)
A letter dated 21st June from the BCBC Youth Service had been received regarding the above, following consideration of the Council’s request to try to solve the above problem.  Youth Workers will liaise with the police to secure funds via the PAC system to enable the Detached Team additional hours to support the work onsite.  Investigations are being made into initiating a co-ordinated 
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response to this problem, Officers will report back to Council with a responsive plan of action.
Cllr John stated that he is liaising with PACT and will make a further report in due course.

The Clerk also reported that the dog fouling bins and signs had been installed at Maesteg Welfare Park, and BCBC advised that an invoice in sum of £847.05 will be sent shortly, being the Council’s partnership contribution.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and that the invoice be paid when received.
86
CAERAU COMMUNITY

(MINUTE 37)

Letter received from Assistant Director of Community Regeneration & Strategic Development, BCBC, advising that the dates for the next consultation events for the V2C Estates Improvement Programmes are:



Caerau Park & Tudor Estate – 13th 14th and 15th July 2006;
with further dates for Wildmill and Marlas Estates.

A letter had also been received from the Chair of Communities First Caerau, stating that CFC are partners in the development of the Neighbourhood renewal area and not the lead organisation for the process.  A copy of the Council’s letter has therefore been forwarded to the relevant BCBC Officer who has the responsibility for the assessment.  

It was also stated that Cllr John represents the Town Council on CFC, and as such should feedback all matters discussed.  It was suggested that Caerau Members co-ordinate and receive information in this way.
A further letter dated 2nd July 2006 was presented from the BCBC Head of Service Housing & Community Wellbeing Section regarding   
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the formal consultation with the Town Council.  The Officer provided some background information on the Neighbourhood renewal and stated that he would be pleased to meet with Members.

RESOLVED:  That the Head of Service & Wellbeing Section be invited to a future meeting of the Council.
87
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION PROGRAMME

(MINUTE 40)
Arising from Minute 40, Members were disappointed to learn that the consultation questionnaire had been printed and was available, and raised serious concerns on the consultation process.  It was stated that it had been understood that a meeting would be arranged with Town 
Council and Traders to consider the content of the form, thereby ensuring that relevant local questions were included for public comment.

The Clerk was also asked if the plan of Talbot Street as it exists had been received, and following a negative response and discussion, it was 
RESOLVED:  That

1. a Special Meeting be requested to discuss the questionnaire,
2. a copy of the plan be requested for Members’ inspection.
Members were advised that the public exhibition will now take place at Central Church on 27th 28th and 29th July 2006.

88
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL

(MINUTE 52)

Members noted that a letter had been received from H Irranca Davies MP regarding the above.  Copy available for Members’ information.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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89
CONDITION OF GRASS VERGE/FOOTPATH

DUKE STREET, MAESTEG (MINUTE 55) 

Letter received from BCBC regarding the complaint on the above received from residents.  The Transportation & Engineering Section has responded direct to the resident, and a copy of that letter was enclosed.  BCBC are concerned at the increasing levels of damage to grass verges in residential areas, which is attributed to pressure on available parking spaces.  Unfortunately, the Highway Authority is unable to divert additional funding to this area of verge maintenance as repair to carriageway, footway and drainage is the priority.
Members had received a report that the grass verge in Port Terrace, Maesteg, was also in poor condition, and that a water leak in the street had caused erosion to the highway.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted and that the complaint be referred to the Highways Section, BCBC.
90
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(MINUTE 59)
Letters of thanks and acknowledgement received from the following:

Maesteg Community Hospital League of Friends

Maesteg Town Hall (1st quarterly instalment of the annual grant)

Maesteg Celtic Joint Sports Development Committee for the pledge of matchfunding


BCBC - £20,000 – installation of Skatepark partnership



Maesteg Judo Club
The Clerk also advised that arrangements had been made for the presentation to Mr A Bwye on behalf of Maesteg Cancer Research to take place on 6th July 2006 at 6.30pm.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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91
MAESTEG BUS STATION (MINUTE 60)

Cllr May stated that he had sought advice from the BCBC Monitoring Officer regarding dispensation on certain items specifically relating to BCBC matters, and had been informed that no dispensation is required providing an Interest is declared under section 12 & 16 of the Code of Conduct, allowing Members to speak but not to vote on these type of issues.

A letter had been received from the Property Manager, BCBC, advising that no funds are currently available for this area through the Maesteg regeneration programme.  Phase III will focus on Talbot Street, which should be completed by 2008.  Consultants initially identified the Town Centre Master Plan in 2002, showing possible improvements to the Bus Station and Market area; this is however subject to funding being sought and secured.  Views of the Transportation Division will be sought.  Cleansing procedures are in place, but budgets are limited.  The Section is aware of the pigeon fouling problem, but members of the public exacerbate the problem by feeding the birds, suggestions to solve this problem are welcomed.

Members were reminded that before progress can be made on the suggestion detailed in Minute 60,  BCBC’ approval is necessary as owners of the building; CADW approval will be required as the Town Hall is a listed building and therefore Planning Permission would also be required.

The Clerk had also spoken to the Regeneration Officer for Maesteg, who had confirmed that there are no immediate plans for this area, but would wish to be involved in any progress made.


As a result of the above information, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk contact CADW in the first instance with the proposals and seeking their views.
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92
RIGHTS OF WAY (MINUTE 76)
Cllr Fenney reported that work to Footpath 42 had been satisfactorily completed by the Contractor.  The Clerk has received reports that Footpath 43 is also very overgrown and requires maintenance.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk refer Footpath 43 to the contractor.
93
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL

DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE 2006
RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of June 2006, amounting to £12318.27; a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE
94
LETTER OF CONDOLENCE

The Clerk advised Members that a letter of condolence had been sent to Cllr P Simmons relaying the Council’s sympathy upon the recent family bereavement.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
95
POLLING STATIONS

E-mail received 27th June 2006 from Electoral Services, BCBC, requesting that the Council consider Officer attendance at a future meeting to discuss queries/problems regarding polling stations in the area.
RESOLVED:  That the Officer to invited to a Special Council Meeting to be held in September.
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96
STREET CLEANING – MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE

E-mail received from the Maesteg Regeneration Officer regarding the steps connecting Commercial Street to Church Street, in response to the Council’s complaints to BCBC on the condition of this unadopted pathway, following reports from members of the public who have slipped and fallen at the location.   The Council were advised that the stone slabs are smooth and slippery in wet conditions and this may be why the steps have never been adopted.  The matter had been discussed with the Public Protection Department who had advised that there may be provision in the Clean Neighbourhood Act under the heading of ‘Gating Orders’ to close the steps.  Enquiries are being made between the Technical Section and Highways regarding this matter.  The Maesteg Regeneration Officer, Ms H Jeffries, asks if gating is a solution the Council would support?  Members are reminded that these steps are within the town conservation area, and it was noted that the Clerk has asked H Jeffries if anything could be done within this remit.

Members were reminded that the steps have had uninterrupted use for many years and could therefore possibly qualify for a right of way application.
During a discussion it was agreed that Members are totally opposed to the closing of the above steps, as this access has been well used by the public for 50+ years.  It was also stated that the steps have been maintained at public expense in the past, and it should therefore be adopted as a highway.   The right of way qualification was also discussed, it was

RESOLVED:  

1. That BCBC be notified that the Council are unanimously opposed to any proposed closing order.  

2. That a letter be referred to Highways Section BCBC to clarify the status of the pathway.
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3. That information be sought from BCBC to possibly obtain right of way status, based on the uninterrupted use by the public for 50+ years.
4. That the BCBC Regeneration Officer’s view on the fact that the steps are within the Town conservation area be sought.

97
PROVISION OF HANDRAIL

BANGOR TERRACE, NANTYFFYLLON 

Letter received from Transportation & Engineering Section dated 15th June stating that the area has been inspected, and an instruction has been issued for the handrail to be installed from the BCBC budget.

Therefore, the Tender received by the Council for this work, is now not required.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.  

98
REPAIR TO BUS SHELTER – BLAENCAERAU SQUARE

Tender also received from only one of four contractors approached for the above work:     

Repair to shelter and removal of all materials    ……      £492.10

Consideration was given to the quotation to repair the Bus Shelter at Blancaerau Square and it was

RESOLVED:  That the Tender be accepted and the contractor be so informed with a view to the work being undertaken as soon as possible.
99
RAILINGS – LLWYNDERW SCHOOL

Information received from BCBC YOT on the above, stating that alternative paint had been provided by BCBC which was of an 
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acceptable standard.  The Mayor was consulted and it was decided that, although the colour was very pale, YOT be advised to carry on with the work as soon as possible in order to make progress.  Should the Council decide when work is complete that the colour is not suitable, Council has already agreed to purchase any further paint required.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed and the Council await developments.

100
FOOTPATH – SOMERFIELD – FERRIERS ROW, MAESTEG.

It has been reported that the locked gate at the above site has now been inexplicably opened, allowing through passage at present.
Members were reminded that progress can only be made on this issue if 

· the Council agree to fully fund the pathway 

· specifications to be agreed with Somerfield

· indemnify against any claims arising from the work

· place signs on the path to prevent the future acquisition of rights of way status

Members are advised that Council can only agree to conditions for this current Council term and can give no guarantee for the future.  BCBC Officers have advised that any future claim for a right of way 
through the 20 year passage clause, must be investigated by them as Highway Authority.
A claim has currently been lodged with BCBC for right of way, with evidence forms submitted but no official application.

The Council are in receipt of a letter disputing the uninterrupted use of the pathway over a period of 20 years (which is the requirement) prior to the railway station being re-instated.
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During a discussion it was reported that Somerfield Store has changed hands, and it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk contact the new Company to obtain their agreement to the Council’s proposal.
101
LLYNFI VALLEY TOURISM ASSOCIATION

The Clerk has been presented with a bank deposit account book for the above Association, set up in 1985/6.  The account is now dormant, but still holds funds.  
On investigation it seems that this Association was a joint Group with Llangynwyd Middle CC, Mid Glamorgan CC and local organisations, with its own constitution, Chair, Secretary, etc, whose meetings were held separately to Council; therefore held their own Minutes.  Attempts are still being made to contact the former Secretary of the Group to obtain more information in order to dispose of the funds.
The Clerk was provided with the contact details of the former Secretary.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Council await a further report.

102
MOBILE LIBRARY

Letter received from Aberkenfig Library advising that a new Mobile Library has been ordered and is expected to replace the current vehicle during the Summer.  As a result a review of the Mobile Timetable is underway and the Council are asked to consider whether 
the area is adequately covered and offer possible alternatives, either to sites or day/times (Tuesday Wednesdays & Thursdays only).  Details of the current coverage were provided.
RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.
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103
BRIDGEND LIBRARY SERVICES

Letter received from Coity Higher Community Council thanking the Council for its support in its efforts to improve the library services throughout the Borough; details available for Members. 
A copy letter also received from Assistant Director of Education, Leisure & Community Services, BCBC, to Coity Higher, stating that Coed Parc would only be sold if it were directly linked to the provision of a new lending and reference Library, and the receipt from any sale being the significant contribution to the new facility.  There is specific reference in BCBC Capital Programme policies to ring fence funds, when the provision of new facilities is dependant on the receipt of existing facilities, which are not surplus to requirement, unless alternative facilities are provided.  The provision of a new reference library has been identified as a future capital priority and is hoped to achieve a successful funding bid to develop the project.  In the meantime, BCBC will continue to seek alterative funding, e.g. it is hoped that WAG will make capital funding available for the library provision.

RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.

104
BCBC – TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Letter received from BCBC requesting that the Council submit the name and address of a reserve delegate on this Forum, should the nominated representative be unable to attend.  Only nominated representatives should attend meetings.

Letter also received, dated 27th June, enclosing copy letter for distribution containing a report on Transport.  Copy provided to each Member and is available for inspection.
RESOLVED:  That BCBC be advised that Cllr D K Edwards will be the Council’s reserve representative on the above Forum.
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105
BCBC CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

The Council were asked to submit nominations for the October Presentation of the above Award by 8th September 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.

106
GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE FOR COMMUNITY & TOWN COUNCILS

A copy of the above publication has been received, which was commissioned by WAG and produced by the University of Gloucester, to accompany ‘The Good Councillors Guide’.
Following a short discussion, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk try to obtain a copy for each Member.
107
BULB PLANTING SCHEME

The 2006 Catalogue and price list had been received; Members were reminded that £550 allocated in 2006/7 budget for the purchase of bulbs.
Following a discussion, when reference was made to planting costs, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk investigate planting costs with the Rights of Way Contractor;  liaise with the Mayor and place an appropriate order for bulbs for delivery by September.
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108
ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS IN WALES

Letter dated 2nd June 2006 from the WAG advising that a review on electoral arrangements has been undertaken.  A copy of the consultation document is available for Members’ information, which highlights the issues raised by the evidence received.  The report focuses on those issues and the ways in which they have been addressed by other electoral administrations in Europe.  Comments are invited by 4th September 2006.  The Consultation Document is also available on the www.
RESOLVED:  That the details be advertised accordingly, in order that the public can make any relevant comments direct to the WAG.   The Document will be available to Members upon request for comment.
109
OMBUDSMAN – ANNUAL REPORT 2005/6

Copy of the above Report received, which was laid before the National Assembly of Wales on 14th June 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.

110
THE LLYNFI  - JUNE 2006

A copy of the above issue has been received and is available for Members upon request.
RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.

111
MAESTEG GLEEMEN

‘BRIDGEND COUNTY YOUNG SINGER OF THE YEAR 2007’

A thank you letter received from the Secretary of the above Choir for the Council’s donation of £100 towards the above competition to take place in January 2007.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
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112
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING

Papers received and available for inspection for an extraordinary meeting of the above held on Thursday, 29th June 2006.
RESOLVED:  That the information be made available upon request.
113
SEWTA (SOUTH EAST WALES TRANSPORT ALLIANCE)

REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN – 

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION EVENT

Letter received dated 26th June from the above advising that the Transport Wales Alliance 2006 received royal assent in February 2006, outlining a need for a Regional Transport Plan.  Wide consultation is an early part of the plan programmed.  Council are invited to a day long consultation event at City Hall, Cardiff, on 6th July 2006 to give views on the following:
· Transport problems throughout the region

· Aspirations for what the Regional Transport Plan should include and issues it should address

· Opportunities for the development of transport within the region

· Solutions to these problems

A questionnaire is included for those unable to attend.

RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.

114
EUROPEAN UNION

REGIONAL POLICY – APRIL NEWSLETTER

A copy of the above issue has been received and is available for Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the details be noted.
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115
CAERAU INITIATIVE 

KICKABOUT AREA

Letter received from Cllr P John advising that consultation has started in Caerau with residents, schools, etc, which will be linked to multi-media initiative where children and young people are to develop their photographic and IT skills through a sponsored competition.  The Council were asked to invite the winners to the Council Chamber to receive their prizes in the interest of public relations and raising the Council’s awareness within the community.
Following short discussion, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council accept this proposal, and the winners and immediate family be invited to the Chamber in due course, with light refreshments borne out of  Part B of the Mayor’s Allowance.

116
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSSTANCE

          CHILDLINE CYMRU

Letter received from the Fundraising Manager of the above urging the       Council to continue its support for this freephone bilingual helpline for children and young people.  Every day 300 children call the Helpline; however; lack of funds means that only half get through to counsellors the first time they call.  Bullying is the most common reason for calls, representing 23% of the calls.   On average it costs £38 to counsel a child and the help considered immeasurable;  90% of the Charity’s income is raised through public/business donations.  Information leaflet is available for Members.
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to the Childline Cymru/Wales under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
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117
TENDER – CHRISTMAS TREE 

Tenders submitted for: 

Supply, Installation, removal and Disposal of 1 x 40ft Christmas Tree for the 2006/7 Display in compliance with Health & Safety Standard in accordance with Highway Authority requirements.


Six Tender Applications were sent out.  

The following received by submission date:

1.      £2703.96

2.      £1600
Following consideration it was 

RESOLVED:  That Tender No 2 be accepted in the sum of £1600;  

subject to approval of the tree by Members prior to fitting; due to past experience.

Members noted the details of the successful company.

118
DELEGATES REPORTS

Meeting of National Anthem 150th Celebration Steering Group. Friday 23rd June 2006, Cllr Beedle attended.

The main point of this meeting was to arrange who would be signatories and what type of account would be set up for the funds 
raised.  It was decided that the name of the group should be “National Anthem 1st Public performance anniversary steering group.”

In order to apply for funding the Group requires to have named officers. The following were nominated:

Huw Irranca-Davies, Honorary President; Barbara Jenkins, Chair;

Bill Howells, Secretary;  Lynne Beedle, Treasurer.
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Rev Byron Davies, now retired, will be contacted to officiate as the Calvanistic Minister;  Enid Sian Hughes will be the soloist at “Tabor” accompanied by Miss Sian Rushforth on the Harp.

On behalf of the Steering Group Cllr Beedle asked the Council to consider allowing the Group to hold a display in the Council Offices for about a month before the event, which will be moved to the Town Hall on the day, and also to hold a buffet for the invited dignitaries on the 1st October.
Following a discussion when Members gave their full support to the events planned to celebrate the Anthem and thereby promoting Maesteg, it was 
RESOLVED:  That the Council accede to the above requests.
Cllr Teesdale had attended a meeting of the BCBC Town and Community Council Forum at Bridgend, held 4th July 2006.
The agenda item requested by the Town Council regarding parking/traffic wardens had been discussed.  The Council were advised that co-operation is to be sought from SEWTA, as well discussions with the Police Consultative Panel.
The Council’s Delegate had presented a good report on the Decriminalising of parking, with local authorities taking over responsibility.  This is also to be investigated with SEWTA and other local authorities, particularly the initial financing of the scheme which could become self financing.  
Llynfi Valley Forum

Cllr Teesdale reported that the Llynfi Valley Forum is almost defunct, but is still recognised as a useful local Group and therefore more time should be allowed to develop its potential.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

119
PARKING PROBLEMS IN NANTYFFYLLON

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ACTION

It was stated that the parking problems reported to police officers in High Street, Nantyffyllon, was being exacerbated by the development at Siloh Chapel.  Members were advised that a condition of the planning permission was that the lower floor be designated for off road parking for the flats within the development.  However, this floor area is being used as a gym, and therefore not allowing any off road parking.
RESOLVED:  That this matter be referred to the BCBC Planning Enforcement Officer for investigation.

120
TOWN CENTRE – PARKING

It was stated that no response had been made to a Member’s suggestion that bollards be placed to prevent parking on the raised areas in Commercial Street.

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor take this matter up with the BCBC Regeneration Officer. 

121
MARKET TRADERS’ ASSOCIATION

The Clerk advised that a meeting of the above has been arranged for

1 pm on 19th July 2006, at the Council Chamber, Talbot Street, Maesteg. Members are invited, together with representative of the Chamber of Trade to discuss ideas for the Market phase of the Town regeneration.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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Cllr May vacated the chair at this stage of the meeting and
Cllr Fenney, Deputy Mayor, took his place.  Cllrs May, Teesdale and Evans left the meeting.

122
PLANS
The following plans were read:

Ref


P/06/819/FUL/NM

Applicant

Mr & Mrs Morgan





43 Neath Road, Maesteg

Development
Ground Floor extension

Location

43 Neath Road, Maesteg  

Ref


P/06/809/FUL/RB

Applicant 

Mrs P Jones





16 Llynfi Court

Development
Decking to rear of property

Location

16 Llynfi Court, Maesteg  

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications.

Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council

held on 5th September 2006

………………………..

Mayor

